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Summer is almost over and what
a summer it has been, even if it
has not felt like it due to the vast
amount of rain we have received
during the past couple of
months. The effects of this in-
creased rainfall are noticeable in
the Forest unfortunately includ-
ing far higher numbers of biting
insects this year!

Walking through the Forest |
have noticed that the number of
fungi are also high for this time of
year. Trees that have been cop-
piced during the winter and
spring have also grown a consid-
erable amount with some achiev-
ing a metre or more in height.

During the summer, the Forest
can be a very dark place espe-
cially when walking under the
mature Beech trees as very little
light actually reaches the ground.
This is a typical feature of Beech
woodlands as the branches form
flat canopies of rich green leaves
which, step by step filter out the
sunlight.

Whilst working in the Forest |
have had some interesting wild-
life sightings, in early summer |

was lucky enough to find a family
of willow warblers busy feeding
amongst some Bracken and
Gorse. There was also an unusual
visitor seen at one of the Forest's
small ponds, a Ruddy Headed
Goose. It was probably an es-
capee from a local collector as the
bird is a native of the Falkland Is-
lands!

I have also seen plenty of butter-
flies this year despite all the rain
that we have had, good sightings
in particular were a female Purple
Hairstreak along with both Small
and Large Skippers and Gate
Keepers. Other interesting insects
that have been seen this year in-
clude: Rose Chafer, Downey Em-
erald Dragonflies, Brown, Migrant
and Southern Hawkers, and Em-
peror Dragonflies. We also found a
Stag Beetle larva in a rotten tree
trunk at Swaine’s Green.

The number of trees producing
seed is astonishing; there are
Hornbeams that appear to have
more seeds on them than they do
leaves. Blackberries were around
in abundance and it is nice to see
families out in the Forest picking
for crumbles and pies.

It is a fantastic time to walk in the
Forest as there is so much to
see and hear, there are bees
buzzing around the Forest's
rides busy collecting pollen along
with other nectar feeding insects.
There are migrant birds such as
Warblers to be seen and if you
are lucky enough you could even
catch a glimpse of a snake or
lizard out basking in the sun. |
have been very lucky this year
and | have counted large num-
bers of Common Lizards, Grass
Snakes and even the occasional
Adder out sunbathing. There
have also been many young
Frogs and Toads spotted on the
Forest floor heading comically in
random directions.

| recently went for a walk in the
Forest one evening near Fair-
mead Campsite and in the space
of an hour | saw two Muntjack,
dozens of Pipistrelle Bats and a
Tawny owl. Late summer eve-
nings in the Forest are just
amazing when you get a day of
fine weather, | would recommend
going for an evening walk in the
Forest it is a real treat.
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